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Jean-Michel Basquiat exhibition at the Red Gallery, Mallorca.

Tangible investments which bring you joy, are what Drew 
Aaron; CEO and founder of Gallery Red, Rouge, Lionsgate 
Capital, and multiple real estate investments recommends for 
a successful portfolio in any market. Drew Aaron shared with 
IRK that “in the global crash of 2008, art became an amazing 
alternative investment. If you look at where the most money 
was spent, people started buying gold and people started 
buying art. Not only is it a great alternative investment, but you 
can live with it. Like real estate, the market and prices will go 
up and down, but if it gives you joy, then it’s tangible. If you 
are living with a piece of art, and you look at it every day and it 
gives you pleasure, so the dividends are not in a bank account, 
they are reality and you can feel them. It’s the same with art, 
with real estate and with luxury goods.” Rouge by Gallery Red 
is a luxury buying experience in Palma Mallorca specializing in 
high end vintage handbags. Rouge clients are happy to know 
that the exclusive bag they love is also a great investment. So, 
“if you have a bag that makes you smile then it is a mix of art 
meets fashion, plus a great investment that will go up in value.” 
says Drew Aaron.  

A handbag is so much more than just a functional object. It 
is a portable investment which has developed into a global 
obsession. A handbag projects a bold statement to the 
outside world whilst concealing our most treasured, intimate 
belongings. An exhibition entitled Bags: Inside Out at the 
Victoria and Albert Museum in London, will celebrate the 
XQLTXH�VWDWXV�RI� WKHVH�REMHFWV� IURP�WKH���WK�$SULO������XQWLO�
the 31st January 2021. Thierry Andretta, the CEO of Mulberry 
explained that “as the largest luxury leather goods designer 
and maker in the UK, bags have always been our passion. Bags 
can be functional and beautiful, public and private; they carry 
cultural and personal meaning as well as our belongings and 
they are iconic pieces of design, worth celebrating in their 
own right.” The growing interest in these high value items 
LOOXVWUDWHV�D�SDUDGLJP�VKLIW�WRZDUGV�D�PRUH�LQFOXVLYH��HTXLWDEOH�
and balanced approach to economic growth, which increases 

happiness and wellbeing whilst expanding the economy. 

IRK Magazine interviewed the entrepreneur Drew Aaron, to 
explore his decision to simplify family life with his wife and 
model Hana Soukupová, by starting a number of businesses 
on the idyllic island of Mallorca. 

IRK: Do you have wise words of advice for encouraging 
KDSSLQHVV"�

DA: Less is more, really in every sense of the way. I am starting 
to watch myself, friends and colleagues say let’s live in a smaller 
house and make a big shift to less things, less problems. More 
things, more problems, especially with the size of homes. 
Changing to a hybrid car so that you need to use less energy. 
So, I think that the future of living is going to be about smaller 
spaces, more communal type environments and co-sharing 
living and working options. The less you have is the less that 
is tying you down. 

IRK: Would you describe your move to Mallorca as being in 
ŌSXUVXLW�RI�KDSSLQHVVō"�

DA:�'HƓQLWHO\�EHLQJ� LQ�SXUVXLW�RI�KDSSLQHVV�ZDV�DQ�HQWLFLQJ�
factor. For us the real decision was where to raise our children. 
Though we love NY, for us Mallorca is a very happy place to be 
together and for raising children, we thought there couldn’t be 
a better place. The schools are fantastic and a lot more natural 
than in the US. It is a much more low key environment with 
more of a sense of safety, which of course gives secureness 
and happiness, but also encourages a less competitive nature. 
Life is more about sports, of friendships and spending more 
time outside.  The move to Europe was a life balance decision 
because in NY I was formally known as a workaholic. I would get 
LQ�P\�RIƓFH�DW���DP�DQG�ZRXOG�VWD\�PDQ\�QLJKWV�XQWLO�PLGQLJKW��
After you do that for so long, 20 years working long hours, 
working the weekends… and my wife also travels for work and 
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would be in several continents for work, we realised that to make 
WKH�FKDQJHV�ZKLOVW�ZH�ZHUH�VWLOO�\RXQJ�UHTXLUHG�PRUH�WKDQ�MXVW�
moving to a suburb. It needed to be a true physical relocation 
to a different type of space and atmosphere which moved at 
a different pace, for us to accomplish it, because we were so 
deep rooted in a constant work atmosphere. In Mallorca, with 
the international airport and internet connections we can be 
anywhere at any time. If my wife needs to be in Paris, Milan or 
/RQGRQ��VKH�WDNHV�WKH���RU���DP�ŴLJKW�RXW��WKHQ�VKH�WDNHV�WKH�
�����SP�ŴLJKW�KRPH�� ,WōV�D�TXLFN�GD\� WULS�YV� WKH� LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
KDXO�ŴLJKWV��7KHVH�OLWWOH�WKLQJV�PDNH�D�KXJH�GLIIHUHQFH��:H�GLG�
lots of research, which included a lot of trips, and after four 
years it has checked out to be a great recipe for our happiness 
as a family.

IRK: I am particularly interested in Gallery Red, which is a 
creative lab where the coolest of lifestyle, art, design and fashion 
meet. In compliment to our global, interconnected world, 
Gallery Red features works from Post War & Contemporary 
artists, established international artists as well as an emerging 
generation of local talent. Are there particular artists, artworks 
RU�DUW�PRYHPHQWV�WKDW�HQFRXUDJH�\RX�WR�IHHO�KDSS\"�

DA: Gallery Red specialises in post war and contemporary art, 
and has clients from Mallorca, Spain, Germany, UK, Switzerland 
and Scandinavian countries; who are looking for global artists. 
So we brought in the big names we knew and loved, whilst 
merging together seamlessly with contemporary artists who 

FRXOG�EH�WKH�QH[W�:DUKRO��RU�%DVTXLDW�IURP�6SDLQ��*HUPDQ\��8.��
US, South America, and anyone who can hang well in the same 
gallery spaces and speak with the established works that we 
have, and have the same conversation. The gallery collection 
is focused on seven or eight of the most important established 
DUWLVWV�DQG�WZHOYH�WR�ƓIWHHQ�RI�ZKDW�ZH�EHOLHYH�WR�EH�WKH�PRVW�
important emerging artists. 

Drew’s favourite established artists:
:DUKRO��&KULVWRSKHU�:RRO��%DVTXLDW��5LFKDUG�3ULQFH��7ZRPEO\��
Gursky, Richter
 
Drew’s favourite emerging artists:
Marcus Linnebrink, Andrea Torres, Hugo Alonso, Jacolby 
Satterwhite, Rubén Martín De Lucas, Lidia Morales, Kaws

IRK: Which of your businesses share the most happiness, and 
ZK\"�

DA: Each business is different. Lionsgate Capital is the leading 
ƓQDQFLQJ� FRPSDQ\� LQ� 6SDLQ� DQG� WKH� ODUJHVW� LQ� WKH� %DOHDULF�
Islands, and what we really focus on is letting people have 
their dream primary home, vacation home, hotel, restaurant 
HWF��:KHQ�\RX� OHDYH� WKH�/LRQVJDWH�RIƓFHV�\RX�DUH�RQO\�D� IHZ�
moments away from our primary galleries, so clients will stop 
DW�5RXJH��ZKLFK� LV� WKH�PRVW� OX[XULRXV�ERXWLTXH� LQ� WKH�ZRUOG��
We carry Hermes, Chanel, Dior, Gucci… and we are considered 
WR�KDYH�WKH�ƓQHVW�VWRFN�RI�EDJV�XQGHU�RQH�URRI�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��,I�
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Drew Aaron infront of a Jean-Michel Basquiat.

you went to Chanel, Hermes or Louis Vuitton in Paris, London 
or NY, you would not be able to get these bags, nor would 
you be able to get them in the colours or conditions that we 
have. It is our goal that when you walk in, there is more that 
\RX�FDQ�ƓQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�DW�WKH�KLJK�HQG�VWRUHV��:H�ORYH�WKDW�
it is in Mallorca because it is something you would expect to 
see in a top international city. To me Rouge is special because 
it surprises people when they come to Palma for the culture, 
cuisine, beaches hiking, and biking. To help make it a shopping 
destination has been a lot of fun. We have only been open six 
months, and it is our fastest growing venture, which has been 
SURƓWDEOH�IURP�WKH�ƓUVW�GD\�LW�RSHQHG��,W�EULQJV�D�ORW�RI�SHRSOH�
happiness because people are on long waiting lists of up to 
three years for a bag, and they can pick anything they want and 
leave with it that same day, so it is a little bit of a dream come 
WUXH� VKRS�� 5RXJH� IRFXVHV� H[FOXVLYHO\� RQ� WKH� ƓQHVW� EDJV� DQG�
accessories. French heritage brands and classics, which are also 
JUHDW� LQYHVWPHQWV�� ,I�\RX�EX\�D�:DUKRO�RU�D�%DVTXLDW�WKH\�DUH�
pieces you love, but you are also spending a lot of money and 
it’s an investment. If you are going to spend 10-20,000 euros 
on a handbag, that needs to be a good investment too. It’s a 
lot of money to invest, but is an indisputable fact that a Hermes 
EDJ�KDV�RXWSHUIRUPHG�DOPRVW�DQ\�PDMRU�ƓQDQFLDO� LQYHVWPHQW�
in the world over the last 15-20 years. So many of our clients 
DUH�FROOHFWRUV��EXW�VRPH�DUH�EX\LQJ�D�EDJ�IRU�WKH�ƓUVW�WLPH�DQG�
for them it’s interesting to know that it’s more than a bag, but a 
piece of art and an investment. 

EUROPEAN ART EDITOR NATASHA HALL

This ode to the bag at the Victoria 
and Albert Museum in London, will 
celebrate the history of these useful 
works of art. The exhibition will 
thematically explore the worldwide 
heritage of these highly covetable 
objects from the 16th century to 
today, through around 300 objects 
varying in scale from tiny purses 
KHOG�RQ�D�ƓQJHUWLS�WR�OX[XULRXV�WUDYHO�
trunks, from designer handbags to 
despatch boxes and vanity cases 
to military rucksacks. It will feature 
innovative designs from Mulberry to 
Karl Lagerfeld; statement handbags 
worn by Margaret Thatcher to Sarah 
Jessica Parker; and from the heritage 
of Hermès to the streetwear of Off-
White. It will also explore surrealism 
and humour evoked through 
accessories through a 17th century 
purse in the shape of a frog, Thom 
Browne’s handbag in the form of 
his dog Hector and a Chanel bag 
transformed into a milk carton.

VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM
BAGS: INSIDE OUT
April 25, 2020 - January 31 2021

Chatelaine, 1863-85, probably England, 
cut steel (c) Victoria and Albert Museum, 
London.

Model with Lait de Coco Evening Bag, Karl 
Lagerfeld, 2014 (c) Jason Lloyd Evans

Rouge by Red Gallery, Palma Mallorca

Drew Aaron


